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We dedicate this text to the many thousands of students whom  
we have taught and who have continuously inspired us to revisit  

and renew our knowledge of children. With this text, we hope to inspire 
the next generation of students to appreciate the amazing diversity  

of children’s development, within and across cultures.
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Preface
Four New Ways to Approach Child Development

Child Development Worldwide: A Cultural Approach grows 
out of our personal, teaching, and professional expe-
riences. Lene grew up in Denmark and Belgium, and 

Jeff in the United States. Together, we have lived in Denmark, 
India, France, and the United States. We have shared the won-
derful experience of being involved in the development of 
our twins, now 18 years old, who have traveled with us to all 
those places and consider themselves fully American and fully 
Danish. Both of us have taught a wide range of developmen-
tal psychology courses, including child development. What is 
striking to us about the world and the field of child develop-
ment are the remarkable changes that both have undergone 
in the last decades. We wrote this text to reflect those changes.

Globalization and technology have been making the 
world smaller—with distances shrinking and interconnec-
tions multiplying. Cultural diversity and globalization are 
often part of the everyday experiences of today’s students—
through travel, migration, and study abroad programs, as 
well as everyday real-life and virtual interactions. We see 
this vividly in our twins’ lives as they learn about different 
cultures from their teachers, have friends from many differ-
ent countries, and play Internet games with children from 
across the globe. These worldwide changes are here to stay 
and will continue to profoundly impact children’s lives.

Today, the field of child development is as fascinating 
and important as it has ever been—and, like the world, looks 
much different than it did 15 or 25 years ago. Child Development 
Worldwide speaks to that change. After all, child development 
does not occur in a vacuum. It happens in numerous com-
munal contexts and cultural settings that are perpetually 
changing. By encouraging students to see children through 
a cultural lens, this text balances the universals and Western-
centric research that have in the past characterized much of the 
field with the growing body of research on the development 
of children from diverse cultures within and across countries. 
Our experiences of growing up and working in a number of 
different countries have translated into an approach that em-
phasizes how universal features of development are shaped 
by cultural diversity. Child Development Worldwide offers this 
new approach, in four fundamental ways:

1.	 An emphasis on teaching students to think culturally 
about development;

2.	 A broadened scope of child development and an updat-
ed perspective on when children may be considered 
“grown up”;

3.	 An unprecedented inclusion of diverse contexts of child 
development; and

4.	 A deep integration of digital technology into the text.

Thinking Culturally
The world’s population is about 7½ billion, and the popu-
lation of the United States is about 330 million—less than 
5% of the total. By 2050, the world’s population is ex-
pected to exceed 9 billion, with almost all growth taking 
place in economically developing countries. Worldwide, 
child development is remarkably diverse. In Africa, for 
example, most children are multilingual because they 
learn both local and European languages in primary 
school. In Asia, after centuries of being excluded from 
educational opportunities, girls are reaching parity with 
boys in educational achievement. In fact, 15-year-old-girls 
in many Asian countries outperformed boys on recent in-
ternational science tests. In Europe, it is now typical for 
young people in many countries to take a “gap year”—a 
year devoted to travel and exploration before they com-
mit to higher education or a “real” job—as they enter 
emerging adulthood. For students, it is more important 
than ever to have knowledge of the wider world because 
of the increasingly globalized economy, and because so 
many issues—issues like climate change, disease, and 
terrorism—cross borders.

Although this text covers scientific findings from 
across the world, it aims to do something even more 
important. The ultimate learning goal is for students 
to think culturally about development. As this text em-
phasizes, diverse cultures exist both within and across 
nations, often intersecting in important ways with eth-
nicity, race, and religion. We hope that through this 
text students will learn to apply child development to 
the work they do as well as to their own lives, and to 
understand that there is—always and everywhere—a 
cultural basis to development. To be clear, this does not 
mean that biology is not important. Transcending the 
old “nature versus nurture” division, students will learn 
that humans have evolved to be an incomparably cul-
tural and global species, and that current research shows 
startling ways that genes and the environment influence 
one another.
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xii  Preface

Broadening the Scope 
of Child Development
The second way that this text takes a new approach corre-
sponds to the historical expansion of the field of child de-
velopment, from an early, narrow focus on young children 
to a broader one—one that now encompasses adolescents 
and emerging adults. This expansion is reflected in the 
growth of professional organizations supported by instruc-
tors, researchers, and practitioners. The oldest, the Society 
for Research in Child Development (SRCD), was started in 
1933. The Society for Research on Adolescence (SRA) and 
the European Association for Research on Adolescence 
(EARA) were established about a half-century later, in 1984 
and 1988 respectively, as scholars increasingly recognized 
the importance of the adolescent years. The Society for the 
Study of Emerging Adulthood (SSEA) is even more recent, 
begun in 2013, because scholars recognized that it was tak-
ing longer than in the past to “grow up” in many countries 
and that ages 18–25 had become crucial years of change 
and preparation for adult life. Also, major international or-
ganizations dedicated to the well-being of children, such as 
UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund) and the WHO 
(World Health Organization), have recently broadened 
their focus on younger children to include adolescents and 
emerging adults.

Here, we provide in-depth coverage from prenatal 
development through middle childhood, and also cover 
adolescence and emerging adulthood. The learning goal 
is for students to know what contemporary child devel-
opment looks like—to understand how the meanings 
of childhood, adolescence, and emerging adulthood are 
dependent on cultural and historical circumstances. For 
example, emerging adulthood exists in some cultures but 
not others, and consequently, adult work may be taken 
on anywhere from middle childhood to the 20s.

Encompassing Diverse 
Contexts
Not only has child development broadened in terms of 
the age groups covered, but today the field also addresses 
many more contexts of development than previously. From 
an early focus in the field on family (e.g., Freud) and peers 
(e.g., Piaget), researchers now address many other con-
texts such as work, media, and civic organizations. Thus, 
the third way that this text takes a different approach is 
by including an unprecedented number of chapters on 
different contexts: “Family Relationships: Foundations 
and Variations,” “Peers, Friends, and Romantic Partners,” 
“School and Work: Developing Cultural Skills,” “Media: 
Uses, Risks, and Benefits,” and “Meaning Systems: Moral, 
Religious, and Civic Development.”

It is not only that we devote five full chapters to dif-
ferent context, but we also cover topics that reflect cultural 
diversity and change within those contexts. For example, 
the chapter on “Family Relationships: Foundations and 
Variations” includes sections on grandparents and sex-
ual minority families. The chapter on “School and Work: 
Developing Cultural Skills,” as indicated by the title, recog-
nizes that many children all over the world work—not just 
to support their leisure activities but to support their fami-
lies. The chapter on “Media: Uses, Risks, and Benefits” cov-
ers not only long-known risks to children’s development, 
but also benefits to cognitive, emotional, and social devel-
opment. It also addresses how children, parents, schools, 
and governments use media for developmental purposes. 
In the chapter on “Meaning Systems: Moral, Religious, and 
Civic Development,” there is attention to children’s lives 
in the context of political conflict and war. In sum, Child 
Development Worldwide covers a rich array of contexts—
what they look like in today’s world and how they intersect.

Every chapter also includes “Apply Your Knowledge as 
a Professional” videos to help students see how what they 
have learned is applicable across a wide range of contexts 
and professions. For example, the videos include interviews 
with an instructor of maternity nursing, a media literacy 
teacher, a child development researcher, a reproductive en-
docrinologist, an education coordinator in a language im-
mersion school, and a court-appointed child advocate. In 
short, the learning goal is for students to know that current 
theory and research on child development pertain to many 
contexts and societal roles.

Embracing Digital  
Learning
Our fourth approach to offering an up-to-date and inno-
vative text pertains to pedagogy. Today’s students are the 
most tech-savvy generation of college students yet, and we 
wanted to present materials in a way that was inspired by 
the opportunities of digital technology. When we wrote the 
text, we wrote it with digital features in the forefront of our 
minds rather than as an afterthought.

In addition to a print version, this text is available in 
Revel format, which provides an immersive digital and in-
teractive learning experience. After all, a digital approach 
fits well with our cultural approach. Digital content easily 
travels across boundaries. For example, interactive maps of 
the United States and the world allow students to explore 
content across cultures in a more meaningful way. When 
students engage with content in a lively way, they learn 
more deeply and effectively.

Revel also allows us to update materials more frequently 
to provide students access to important cutting-edge knowl-
edge. The text inaugurates a “Breaking Developments” 
feature that will be available digitally. This feature will 
provide succinct summaries of landmark new research 
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and significant cultural trends that have direct relevance to 
theory and research in the text, yet have occurred since the 
publication of the print text. “Breaking Developments” will 
be updated at the beginning of each January and July.

Understanding Children’s 
Lives Today
As parents, we have learned a lot from raising twins, 
Paris and Miles, who are now entering emerging adult-
hood. We occasionally share stories from their childhood 
to illustrate concepts in the text. Just as we draw on our 
personal experiences, we encourage students to draw on 
theirs as a source of insights into child development. For 
example, each chapter ends with a personal journaling 
prompt.

Furthermore, in every chapter, we include first-person 
quotes from children, adolescents, and emerging adults 
from around the world. In videos included with the text, 
children talk about their lives, including growing up as 
a Latina girl in the United States, being a child soldier in 
Congo, and living with a learning disability. We wish for 
students to hear other individuals’ perspectives, and think 
this adds authenticity to the presentation of theories and 
research findings. It is also a vivid reminder that, although 

personal experience is important, it may not be reflective of 
how most children develop.

The Chinese have an expression for the limited way all 
of us learn to see the world: jing di zhi wa, meaning “frog in 
the bottom of a well.” The expression comes from a fable 
about a frog that has lived its entire life in a well. The frog 
assumes that its tiny world is all there is. Only when a pass-
ing turtle tells the frog of the great ocean to the east does the 
frog realize that there is much more to the world. All of us 
are like that frog—which you can also see depicted on the 
cover of this text. We grow up as members of a culture and 
learn to see the world from the perspective that becomes 
most familiar to us. But look at the cover again. Do you also 
see how the black dot is the eye in the profile of a child? With 
Child Development Worldwide, we hope that students will 
come to understand the lives and development of children 
in ways previously unseen.

Growing up is universal. Every culture differentiates 
between children and adults, and children across all cultures 
share common developmental characteristics. Yet, culture 
also profoundly impacts psychological development. How 
and when a child reaches adulthood varies widely across 
the world. By encouraging students to see children from 
both a developmental and cultural perspective, we hope 
to inspire an understanding that will be useful and fruitful, 
not only while students are taking this course but through-
out their lives.
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Child Development Worldwide Features
“Cultural Focus” Features highlight how 
culture impacts various aspects of devel-
opment, such as breast-feeding practices, 
friendship and play in middle childhood, 
or what it means to be a teenager in 
Kathmandu. Students read an overview  
of the topic, watch a cultural video 
expanding that topic’s discussion, and 
then answer a review question.

xiv  Preface

“Education Focus” Features highlight the 
application of child development research 
to educational settings, both in and outside 
of school. Students read an overview of the 
topic and then respond to a review question.

“Research Focus” Features offer a 
detailed description of a research study, 
including its premises, methods, results, 
and limitations. Each feature is avail-
able in both traditional narrative format 
and as a sketch-art style video. Multiple 
choice questions appear at the end of the 
feature to ensure that students have a solid 
understanding of the research study and 
methodology.
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Teaching and Learning Aids
Learning Objectives
Learning objectives for each chapter 
are listed at the start of the chapter as 
well as alongside every section heading. 
Based on Bloom’s taxonomy, these 
numbered objectives help students 
better organize and understand the 
material. The end-of-section summary 
is organized around these same objec-
tives, as are all of the supplements and 
assessment material.

Early Theories
LO 6.3.1  Describe how behaviorist, innatist, and cognitive theories explain  

language  development, including the extent to which they emphasize  
nature or nurture.

Three early theories bring very di�erent perspectives to language development, and contin-
ues to influence present-day research.

BEHAVIORISM. For language acquisition, as for the development of any other skill, 
 behaviorism regards infants as starting out from scratch and learning behaviors based on 
the responses or “conditioning” of those around them (Skinner, 1957). According to this the-
ory, children learn language based on:

• Positive reinforcement: when a caregiver encourages a child’s behavior by responding 
positively to it, for example, with praise or a reward.

• Negative reinforcement: when a caregiver encourages a child’s behavior by stopping or 
removing something negative, such as nagging or being grounded.

• Imitation: when a caregiver models a behavior for the child to learn and repeat.

• Punishment: when a caregiver discourages a child’s behavior by imposing an unpleas-
ant condition such as yelling or extra chores.

behaviorism
a theory that regards infants 
as starting out from scratch 
and learning behaviors 
based on the responses 
or “conditioning” of those 
around them

Section Summaries
Organized by learning objective, a  
summary now appears at the end of  
each section.

Critical Thinking Questions
These questions encourage students to think more deeply and critically about a  
developmental topic, and to synthesize information across chapters.
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Revel for Child Development Worldwide
When students are engaged deeply, they learn more effectively and perform better in their 
courses. This simple fact inspired the creation of Revel: an interactive learning environment 
designed for the way today’s students read, think, and learn. Built in collaboration with edu-
cators and students nationwide, Revel is the newest, fully digital way to deliver respected 
Pearson content. Revel enlivens course content with media interactives and assessments—
integrated directly within the authors’ narrative—that provide opportunities for students to 
read about and practice course material in tandem. This immersive educational technology 
boosts student engagement, which leads to better understanding of concepts and improved 
performance throughout the course.

Learn More about Revel
Rather than simply offering opportunities to read about and study child development, Revel 
facilitates deep, engaging interactions with the concepts that matter most. By providing 
opportunities to improve skills in analyzing and interpreting research and theory, Revel 
engages students directly and immediately, which leads to a better understanding of course 
material. A wealth of student and instructor resources and interactive materials can be found 
within Revel. Some of our favorites are mentioned in the information that follows.

For more information about all the tools and resources in Revel and access to your own 
Revel account for Child Development Worldwide, go to www.pearsonhighered.com/revel.

Interactive Maps, Tables, and Figures feature  
Social Explorer technology that allow for 
real-time data updates and rollover informa-
tion to support the data and show movement 
over time. Dozens of other interactivities 
feature enhanced visuals and exercises that 
bring important concepts to life such as click-
able maps that highlight differences between 
developing and developed nations, interac-
tive figures, and table- and figure-based 
exercises that encourage students to check 
their understanding of materials.
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“Chapter Introduction” Videos begin 
each chapter and provide an overview of 
the developmental topic being covered. 
The videos feature children and parents 
from diverse cultural backgrounds 
discussing their lives and experiences  
in relation to the topic of a chapter.

End-of-Section and End-of-
Chapter Review Quizzes
Available in our Revel product, multiple-choice 
practice quizzes appear after each section to 
help students assess their comprehension of 
the material. A cumulative multiple-choice test 
appears at the end of every chapter.

Shared Writing
Assignable Shared Writing Activities  
in our Revel product direct students to share 
written responses with classmates, fostering 
peer discussion.
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“Apply Your Knowledge as a Professional” 
Videos are offered in every chapter,  
allowing students to learn about a wide  
variety of career paths. In the videos, career 
professionals describe their job and explain 
how a knowledge of child development  
and culture influences their work on a  
daily basis.

“Breaking Developments” feature 
author-written summaries of new 
landmark research and cultural 
trends. New Breaking Developments 
will be added to the Revel version 
of this title at the beginning of each 
January and July.

“Journaling Question” prompts 
toward the end of each chapter give 
students an opportunity to apply key 
concepts and new knowledge to their 
own experiences.
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Teaching and Learning Package
A textbook is but one component of a comprehensive learning package. The author team 
that prepared the teaching and learning package had as its goal to deliver the most compre-
hensive and integrated package on the market. All supplements were developed around the 
textbook’s carefully constructed learning objectives. The authors are grateful to reviewers 
and focus group members who provided invaluable feedback and suggestions for creating a 
complete and outstanding package.

TEST BANK  (ISBN: 0134635825) Written by Professor Regina M. Hughes (Collin College), 
the test bank contains hundreds of multiple-choice and essay questions, each referenced to 
the relevant page in the book and correlated to the chapter learning objectives. Each chapter 
of the test bank includes a Total Assessment Guide, an easy-to-reference grid that organizes 
all test items by learning objective and question type.

The test bank comes with Pearson MyTest (ISBN: 0134625366), a powerful test generation 
program that helps instructors easily create and print quizzes and exams. Questions and 
tests can be authored online, allowing instructors ultimate flexibility and the ability to 
efficiently manage assessments wherever and whenever they want. Instructors can easily 
access existing questions and then edit, create, and store using simple drag-and-drop and 
Word-like controls. Data on each question provides information relevant to difficulty level 
and page number. In addition, each question maps to the text’s major section and learning 
objective. For more information go to www.PearsonMyTest.com.

ENHANCED LECTURE POWERPOINT SLIDES WITH EMBEDDED VIDEOS  (ISBN: 
0134891856) the Enhanced Lecture PowerPoints offer detailed outlines of key points 
for each chapter supported by selected visuals from the textbook, and include the vid-
eos from the video series featured in the text. ADA-compliant Standard Lecture 
PowerPoints (ISBN: 0134635744) without embedded videos are also available.  
A separate Art and Figure version (ISBN: 0134891864) of these presentations contains all art 
from the textbook for which Pearson has been granted electronic permissions

INSTRUCTOR’S MANUAL  (ISBN: 0134635752) Written and compiled by Linda Lockwood, 
Ph.D. (Metropolitan State University), the Instructor’s Manual includes suggestions for pre-
paring for the course, sample syllabi, and current trends and strategies for successful teaching. 
Each chapter offers integrated teaching outlines and a list of the key terms for quick reference, 
and includes an extensive bank of lecture launchers, handouts, and activities. Answers to the 
in-text features are provided. The electronic format features click-and-view hotlinks that allow 
instructors to quickly review or print any resource from a particular chapter. This tool saves 
prep work and helps you maximize your classroom time.

ACCESSING ALL RESOURCES  For access to all instructor supplements for Child 
Development Worldwide, go to www.pearsonhighered.com/irc and follow the directions to 
register (or log in if you already have a Pearson user name and password). Once you have 
registered and your status as an instructor is verified, you will be e-mailed a log-in name 
and password. Use your log-in name and password to access the catalog.

You can request hard copies of the supplements through your Pearson sales represen-
tative. If you do not know your sales representative, go to www.pearsonhighered.com/
replocator and follow the directions. For technical support for any of your Pearson products, 
you and your students can contact http://247.pearsoned.com.
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